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Looking back at 2020 and forward to 2021 
2020 has been a year like no other. For some, there may recently 
have been some semblance of a ‘return to normal’. For many more, 
the reality is sinking in that there is no reliable barometer as to where 
we will be another year from now. All things considered however – 
without a huge galvanising effort from government, business, civil 
society and ordinary  citizens – it’s unlikely to be very positive, either 
economically or ecologically. There are signs of inspiring and 
committed initiatives taking place locally and internationally but 
these need to gain a great deal more traction, recognition and 
support to begin creating the momentum necessary to push us into 
a new paradigm. As unexpected as  the events of the past year may 
seem to be, they are in fact the culmination of an old story we have 
been refusing to pay attention to, despite warnings and growing 
evidence over the past hundred years. WESSA turns 95 in 2021 and, 
in this time, has played a significant role in raising the alarm about 
the destruction we are inflicting on the Earth. 
 

Climate breakdown is making outbreaks of disease more common 
and scientists, who study how diseases emerge in a changing 
environment, have known a global pandemic was coming sooner or 
later. This event is now forcing change whether we like it or not. We 
have been fully aware of the need for drastic change for at least 25 
years, but in reality it’s been far longer. The Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) was formed in 1988 and produced its first 
report in 1990, while the modern environmental movement was 
born 20 years earlier in 1970. As such, the 50th Anniversary of the 
First Earth Day on 22nd April, 2020 coincided with the global 
lockdown. This unprecedented, universal confinement of humans led 
to a massive drop in emissions across the world … it was almost as if 
the Earth was telling us to wake up; remember what we knew half a 
century ago yet have somehow forgotten; and finally take the urgent 
action needed to save both ourselves and the planet.  
 

Change creates disruption but also opportunity – we can either resist 
and deny what we need to do or we can face reality and find ways to 
work with and adapt to new and challenging circumstances to create 
a better world. 2020 has told us that new vision, leadership and 
action are needed to survive and thrive. This is what Membership’s 
Reimagining WESSA Project aims to tackle and we need your support 
to achieve this as we head into 2021.   
 

Wishing all our members & supporters a 

safe, peaceful and happy eco-festive season 

mailto:membership@wessalife.org.za
http://www.wessalife.org.za/
https://www.propublica.org/article/climate-infectious-diseases
https://theconversation.com/dont-bet-on-the-un-to-fix-climate-change-its-failed-for-30-years-123308
https://www.history.com/news/first-earth-day-1960s-counterculture
https://www.history.com/news/first-earth-day-1960s-counterculture


WESSA’s 94th National AGM ǀ Membership Reviews 
On Saturday, 3rd October 2020, WESSA held its 94th Annual General Meeting. See: 2019/2020 Annual Review. This 
took place as a webinar and was well attended. In order to allow time for the new Board nominees to go through a 
nominations committee process, the AGM was adjourned and reconvened on 31st October.  
 

Two short videos were shown at the reconvened AGM. One was a compilation video showcasing the work of WESSA 
membership undertaken by its five regions over the 2019-2020 period, and the other was a video of the Kamfers Dam 
Flamingos, which tells of the rescue, in January 2019, of over 2000 flamingo chicks in Kimberley.     
 

Find out more about this incredible, heart-warming story of commitment and unified action from across South Africa 
and the world, with participation by all sectors – environmentalists, government, business, and concerned citizens 
working together to save and protect thousands of endangered Lesser flamingos. Read: Baby Flamingos Rescued After 
Their Home Dries Up 
 

Membership (through its Regional Representatives) took an active role in nominating candidates to stand for election 
to the WESSA board this year. At the reconvened AGM, nominees with wide conservation knowledge and experience 
were elected. See: profiles of new board members 
 

Reimagining WESSA  
In order to respond to the challenges presented by the 
pandemic, membership began implementing various changes in 
June. First, we introduced a new stream-lined fee structure and 
the difficult decision was made to publish African Wildlife & 
Environment as an e-magazine only. Since then, we have begun 
reaching out to members and a general survey was conducted in 
August. We had a good response and a comprehensive 46-page 
report has been produced based on the results. The regions will 
be communicating the outcomes to their members in due 
course, and engaging further with them in respect of the 
reimagining exercise.  
 

 

Since each region has its own distinct character, there will no doubt be many varied ideas put forward. One thing we 
can all agree on however, is the need for a genuine, grassroots membership that is active on the ground in our local 
communities. This is the thinking behind the complementary concepts of WESSA life (Local Initiatives For the 
Environment) and #GreenMatchMaking (GMM). The survey also confirms that members want to participate more 
actively in  ‘Caring for the Earth’ by being a local hub for citizen science activities (e.g. measuring pollution in rivers, 
using a phone app to record species) as well as taking part in clean-ups, invasive alien plant clearing, etc. There is also 
overwhelming consensus that WESSA should be leading campaigns that call for action on environmental and 
conservation concerns, and helping local communities challenge developments that threaten the environment.  
 

 

Sections of the membership survey looking at members’ views on: key environmental issues;  
what WESSA’s main objectives should be; advocacy; volunteer activities; and as an organisation in general. 
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Membership activities in the Eastern Cape are mainly organised by Algoa Bay Branch in Port Elizabeth and Makhanda  
(formerly Grahamstown) Branch. These activities focus on conservation, rehabilitation, education, clean-ups and 
playing a watchdog role in protecting the environment. The Covid-19 pandemic has curtailed the normal number of 
events but the region has still managed to stay in touch via Zoom meetings. In many ways, these meetings have helped 
facilitate collaboration, with more members connecting and exchanging ideas. The hope is that 2021 will see these 
plans come to fruition as part of the Reimagining WESSA process. Regional chair Mervyn Brouard reported as follows: 
 

Makhanda Branch The branch’s long-awaited publication, Guide to the Natural 

and Cultural History of Grahamstown ǀ Makhanda, is due to be launched in February 
2021. This latest publication succeeds and expands on an earlier publication by the 
Albany Museum, Grahamstown and Its Environs (1974 & 1985, edited by Daniel, 
Holleman & Jacot Guillarmod), and follows in the footsteps of two earlier publications 
by the branch: Field Guide to the Eastern Cape Coast (edited by Lubke, Bruton and Gess) 
– which won the Cape Times Conservation Award in 1989 – and Field Guide to the 
Eastern and Southern Cape Coasts (1998 edited by Lubke and de Moor). The new guide 
is edited by Roy Lubke and Irene de Moor. 

 

The following is a brief overview: “In this Guide you will discover the real Grahamstown 
ǀ Makhanda – a city with a remarkably interesting multicultural history. It is a premier 
education centre, being the home of Rhodes University and numerous fine schools. This 

creative city hosts the annual National Arts Festival, visited by thousands each year. The hiking and driving trails make 
this small city easy to explore. It is situated in an important botanical hotspot of the Eastern Cape where most of the 
country’s biomes meet. Numerous fossil and living plant and animal species are to be found here, and nearby reserves 
have had previously locally extinct mammals, restored to this region …”  To order, contact Roy Lubke: r.lubke@ru.ac.za 
Proceeds from sales of the book will go towards supporting the branch. 

 
Algoa Bay Branch Under Level One of the lockdown, the branch resumed its monthly beach clean-ups for two 

months. However, with the recent increase in infections the branch has decided to suspend events requiring physical 
attendance, and members have been encouraged to take the initiative and do whatever they can whenever the 
opportunity arises. One of these opportunities is to join up with iNaturalist and, when on walks, record different  
species to contribute to the database of knowledge of our country’s rich biodiversity.  
 

A key activity of the branch is to engage with environmental authorisations for proposals that have an impact on the 
environmental health of Algoa Bay. These have included the proposed fish farm system in Algoa Bay, and a proposal 
to locate a ship-based electrical generator in the Coega Harbour linked to the Eskom grid. Pressure from WESSA and 
other NGOs has led to abandoning the finfish farming off Pollock Beach in favour of bivalve farming operations. 
However, there are still concerns about finfish farming near the Coega Harbour, St Croix Island and effectively inside 
the Marine Protected Area. Appeals are now lodged with Minister Creecy.   

Left to right: Algoa Bay Branch Beach clean-up; Invasive Alien Plant clearing; iNaturalist; Global Climate Protests 
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WESSA KZN Youth Volunteers Social Induction  

On Saturday, 17 October, Durban Branch – the branch of WESSA 
KZN’s Youth Volunteers – held a social Induction at the Durban 
Botanic Gardens Amphitheatre. The event was organised by Siphiwe 
Rakgabale and Bongani Chisale and was highly successful. Watch 
video of Jerusalema dance challenge, see Facebook photo album.  

Life Lessons Development Workshop  

Youth volunteers from the WESSA KwaZulu-Natal Region participated in an incredible workshop with Futhi Sibiya, 
the developer of the X Factored 101 Youth programme. Great thanks to Futhi for giving of his time and energy over 
two full Saturdays! The final session, which took place at Burman Bush on 21 November, closed off with a walk to 
the viewing platform overlooking the reserve and the uMngeni River. Thank you to Nomafu Dlamini and eThekwini 

for the venue, and congratulations to the thirteen WESSA youth members who completed the course.       
 

The objectives of the X Factored 101 Programme are to: assist youth in developing a strong, positive self-concept; 
help guide youth towards discovering their talents and potential; engage with youth to consider their role in society 
based on their unique capabilities; encourage youth to make considered life choices, set goals and commit to a life 
of purpose and contribution. 
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https://www.facebook.com/WESSAKZN/videos/355117985727352
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2020 International Coastal Cleanup at the Beachwood Mangroves 
WESSA KZN’s first post Covid-19 lockdown activity – the International Coastal Cleanup – took place on the 19th of 
September at Treasure Beach as well as the uMngeni Estuarine area. As no solid waste collection had taken place over 
a long period, the clean-up yielded great results and was given full page coverage in the local Northglen News. 
 

 

Youth in Action 
KZN has a strong focus on empowering and supporting youth for their futures and the future of the planet. This works 
in tandem with WESSA life (Local Initiatives For the Environment) and #GreenMatchMaking (GMM) to connect 
practice, environmental knowledge, and social foundations for co-learning. Youth volunteers are generally nature 
conservation students (over the years, WESSA Durban Branch has built a strong relationship with students who require 
practical  assistance) and environmentalists across various fields who access membership at no cost but provide 
support via their volunteerism. They work to create awareness of various 'green matchmaking' activities such as: 
Citizen science; Community food gardens; Ecosystems and biodiversity; Environmental education and training; 
Environmental governance; Green energy; Green art and creativity; Green enterprise; Waste minimisation; and Water 
protection.  
 

K9 Unit Fundraiser 
In September, Brendan Lloyd, Carel (CJ) Swanepoel, Dylan Campbell, Victor Chamane and Hanifa Khamissa – who are 
first year graphic design students at the Inscape Design School in Durban – were tasked with raising funds for an 
environmental organisation. They chose WESSA and requested that their donation go to a programme that supports 
Rhino Conservation. Due to the lockdown, it was not possible to go out in public to campaign and raise funds so the 
decision was taken to create artworks that could be sold online. The project was highly successful, with the artworks 
raising R1 250.  
 

The following descriptions were provided by Brendan as to what each piece signifies: “I (Brendan) decided to draw a 
fierce, male, blue wildebeest in a rainstorm, standing it’s ground against an onlooker (possibly a poacher). I know the 
wildebeest is not necessarily an endangered species, but I feel they are a strong symbol of power in South African 
wildlife. CJ drew a gorilla in deep thought. With the species being critically endangered in Africa, CJ conveyed the 
concern and emotion of a male gorilla thinking about the future of his species. Dylan drew an African bush elephant, 
due to his interest in both its extant and extinct relatives, including the Asian elephant, African forest elephant, woolly 
mammoth and the gomphothere. He is intrigued by their high intelligence, size and eccentric appearance, and would 
like to help to preserve this great animal for future generations to appreciate.” – Brendan Lloyd 
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Orient Islamic School Fundraiser 
In October, Atiya Chetty, Chair of the Social Science Club at 
Orient Islamic School, contacted WESSA KZN about a 
fundraiser the club was organising with the specific  objective 
of supporting the environment. To raise funds, learners were 
asked to pay R10 for a ribbon made by the members of the 
club. An amazing R4 130 was raised, which was presented to 
Jenny Duvenage, the KZN coordinator, on 18 November 
2020. As a token of appreciation, the region donated a set of 
its popular KZN Wildlife Handbooks to the school library. 
Grateful thanks to Orient Islamic School for this wonderful 
effort and most generous donation towards WESSA’s work.  
 

Nature Guiding at Umhlanga Lagoon 
Left: Zuzile Mpanza and Bongani Chisale, nature conservation students and 
WESSA Youth Volunteers who are now guides at Umhlanga Lagoon Nature 
Reserve, employed by the Umhlanga UIP (Urban Improvement Precinct.)  
 

Bongani began his training as a nature guide on 5th December 2018, and 
worked for two weeks under senior nature guides. Thereafter, he was more 
or less thrown in the deep end, learning hands on everything he could about 
the forest. Zuzile Mpanza officially began her training on 1st September 
2020, although prior to this she had been helping Bongani as a backup guide 
when, on occasion, schools visited the forest. This arrangement was made 
possible by Phoebe Carnegie, with her tireless efforts to protect the Hawaan 
Forest and her longstanding relationship with WESSA KZN. As such, Phoebe 
began the Nature Guide programme and ensured that whenever Bongani 
needed help, extra guides were available.   
 

In November 2020, Zuzile started leading guided walks on her own. She has 
a great passion for nature and has shown much aptitude in her guiding skills. 
She has also just completed her Diploma in Nature Conservation at UNISA, 
and is a longstanding, very active member of WESSA Durban Youth. Bongani 
is also passionate about the work and has become a great asset to the 
reserve. See articles on Bongani’s experiences as a nature guide: Umhlanga 
Lagoon – delight in the details ǀ Why bird lovers flock to the lagoon 
 

Total E&P South Africa (TEPSA) Additional Exploration 
Activities Block 11B ǀ 12B Draft Scoping Report 
In February 2019, French energy conglomerate Total reported a significant 
gas condensate discovery 175 km off Mossel Bay on the southern coast of 
South Africa in the Outeniqua Basin. The gas field, called Brulpadda Block 
11B/12B, spans an area of 19 000 km² with water depths of 200 to 1800 
metres. Total’s first attempt to drill the Brulpadda 1AX well in 2014 was 
suspended due to the severe weather conditions caused by the confluence 
of the Agulhas and Benguela currents. Total resumed drilling in December 
2018, using a specialised rig to withstand the strong currents, and struck the 
gas reserve at over 3600 metres deep. Total anticipates that the gas field 
could yield up to one billion barrels of gas. In effect, gas condensate is a 
liquid form of natural gas. 
 

In August, WESSA KZN submitted comments on the application by TEPSA to 
drill 10 new wells in the Outeniqua Basin. Other organisations that 
registered as I&APs and commented were: groundWork, SDCEA, Frack Free 
SA, Coastwatch KZN, Green Connection, Oceans Not Oil and One Ocean Hub 
Research Team. The public participation process was far from satisfactory. 
groundWork issued a press statement, 17th July 2020: Public Participation 
Put on Mute which resulted in an extension of the commenting period. 
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WESSA Lowveld’s main focus is conservation for which it raises funds and supports various special interest projects. 
Currently these include the Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Tracker Dog K9-Unit and a Bat Hawk Monitoring Project in White River.  
  

Bat Hawk Monitoring Project  

The conservation status of the bat hawk in South Africa is endangered, although it is 
listed as of Least Concern globally due to its large range and relatively stable 
population. The adult bat hawk (Macheiramphus alcinus) is brownish black, except for 
white on throat and chest, and white spots above and below the eyes, which are bright 
yellow. Legs and feet are a light bluish-grey. The young are mottled brown with more 
white on the breast. Bat hawks hunt bats (hence the name) as well as swifts and 
swallows. They may also supplement their diet with smaller birds and insects. Bat 
hawks build their nests high up on the lateral branches of trees and the female does 
more building than the male. Nests are large, being up to a metre in diameter and half 
a metre deep.   

 

The Lowveld Bat Hawk Monitoring Project is based in White River where, after a number of unsuccessful attempts, a 
breeding pair managed to build a nest in a tall eucalyptus tree near the town. A small group of birders is keeping tabs 
on the nest and Stewart Matheson has been taking photographs.  
 

 

In order to research and gather information on the birds, WESSA Lowveld decided to fund the installation of a camera  
system, and the BathawkCam was set up near the nest in August 2020. Tragically, Petri Viljoen (above) who installed 
the camera with the assistance of Wimpie Nel, and who was steering the project supported by Peter Retief, Rael Loon 
and Garth Batchelor – lost his life on October 23rd in an aircraft crash while counting elephants in the Zambezi valley.  

7 

Left: Wildlife expert Petri Viljoen, 
dedicated his life to nature. He had 
worked across Africa, and as far afield 
as China, on the conservation of the 
endangered South China tiger.  
 

As a passionate photographer, he was 
both a scientist and an artist. He was 
involved in the Bathawk project just 
before his untimely death. He will be 
greatly missed.  
Read tribute in the Lowvelder. 

Contact  083 285 5669 
lv.chair@wessalife.org.za 

WESSA Lowveld 
 

https://lowvelder.co.za/709757/white-river-based-wildlife-expert-killed-in-aircraft-accident/


Chair of WESSA Lowveld, Jeremy Anderson, reported that the bat hawks had been observed mating from the 10th of 
October and that the female bat hawk laid a single egg at around 18h00 on the evening of the 29th October 2020. 
Monitoring of the birds and their chick will continue until the chick has left the nest. The research will then be jointly 
written up for publication. Bat hawks are very elusive little raptors, considered by many birders to be a ‘Lowveld 
Special’. To follow their progress, go to: bathawk.org.za   
 

 

Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Tracker Dog K9-Unit  
Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, situated in KwaZulu-Natal, is known as the birthplace of rhino conservation as it was here that 
the Southern White Rhino was saved from the brink of extinction more than half a century ago.  Over the past number 
of years, the rhino population has come under threat again with the shift of poacher focus from the  Kruger National 
Park to Hluhluwe-iMfolozi. 
 

One of the anti-poaching initiatives implemented to combat this renewed poaching activity is the Hluhluwe-Imfolozi 
Tracker Dog K9-Unit which was set up in 2017. WESSA Lowveld has played an integral role in the project by helping to 
raise funds and providing other assistance as needed. WESSA KZN also supports the project wherever possible, for 
example, by helping with the purchase of new boots for the dog handlers through Boots on the Ground.    
 

The Lowveld Region recently reported: “We continue to support the K9 Project based at Hluhluwe, mainly through the 
generosity of Michael Palmer in Australia. One of the dogs, Phoenix, has had to be retired because of stress as a result 
of being in eight shoot-outs. It is hoped that the unit will be relocated back to iMfolozi shortly.” 
 

 
 

Wildlife Ranger Challenge 

On 3rd October, 88 teams of wildlife protectors from across Africa, competed in a 21-km race through the varied 
terrains of the regions they patrol. Due to the devastating economic impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, wildlife rangers 
have been enduring drastic cuts in salaries and resources, leaving their families destitute and wildlife unprotected. To 
help address this, ranger teams united around the Wildlife Ranger Challenge to raise money to help thousands of their 
colleagues, enabling them to support themselves and their communities and continue to protect African wildlife such 
as elephants, pangolins, rhinos, and lions. The Wildlife Ranger Challenge is overseen by an independent steering 
committee made up of conservation leaders and is coordinated by Tusk and Natural State in collaboration with leading 
ranger associations.  
 

Watch short video of the event, showing some highlights of the day, and read article: Rangers on the run: Half-
marathon aims to raise funding for front-liners Photo: Black Mamba Anti-Poaching Unit (see Mongabay article.) 

8 

https://bathawk.org.za/
https://www.bootsonthegrounds.com/post/world-ranger-day-2020
https://wildliferangerchallenge.org/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zswwO4u6o5w&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/09/rangers-on-the-run-half-marathon-aims-to-raise-funding-for-front-liners/
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/09/rangers-on-the-run-half-marathon-aims-to-raise-funding-for-front-liners/
https://www.blackmambas.org/


 
WESSA Northern Areas Region (NAR) has a broad focus covering wildlife conservation, protection of biodiversity,  
ecosystem rehabilitation, water protection, and invasive alien plant removal and control. It networks extensively with  
other organisations, many of which are WESSA affiliated Friends Groups. Key projects are: Nyoka Ridge Vulture  
Restaurant & Monitoring Project; Blue Cranes of the Magaliesberg Project; Queen of the Night Bio Control Project; 
and Save Magaliesberg Species (SMS).  
 

Clean Our Harties Initiative  
By NAR member Jo Dreyer 
 

The Clean Our Harties Initiative, hosted by WESSA Northern Areas on 14 November, was a resounding success. The 
main focus of the clean-up was to re-establish the ecosystem around the Hartbeespoort Dam and to encourage bird 
life to return to the dam and surrounding areas. Volunteers came to assist from near and far.  
 

 

Members of the Cetric Foundation out at Diepsloot came to assist in the hope of not only making a difference, but 
also educating the people who make use of the Jukskei and Hennops rivers for their livelihoods. Volunteers from 
different countries formed a group called The Scientology Volunteer Ministers, who came to help in terms of disaster 
management. Their members came from as far as America, The Czech Republic, Italy and Germany. The Methodist 
Church of Harties, Eco Berry Strawberry Farm, Remax, Schoemansville Resort, Express Recycling, as well as members 
of Birdlife Harties, WESSA Northern Areas Region and Rotary Club of Brits Hartbeespoort also formed teams that took 
on the enormous task of cleaning as much of the dam as possible.    
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Contact  083 444 7649 
nar.chair@wessalife.org.za 

WESSA Northern Areas & Free State  
 

https://www.facebook.com/Cetric-foundation-101726354963935


In six hours, the teams were able to collect an astonishing 4 trucks full of rubbish totalling 1260 bags on only one 
shoreline of 6 km. Express Recycling collected and removed the rubbish and took it to be recycled. This was a big win 
as at least some of the rubbish will be reused and repurposed rather than ending up in a local landfill site.  
 

The sponsors who made the day possible were: WESSA Northern Areas Region, Rotary Club of Brits Hartbeespoort, 
Schoemansville Resort, Oxwagen Lodge, Mugg & Bean, Vovotelo, Panarottis, Remax, The Water Shop ǀ Aquapulita, 
Express Recycling, Plastics SA, and Eco Berry Strawberry Farm.  
 

We would also like to thank each and every individual that attended and assisted and we hope to see them again as 
well as many more new volunteers for the upcoming clean-ups. Future clean-ups will add the hyacinth problem to the 
focus as well as more shorelines. This takes a lot of planning and resources and we will need a great deal of help.  
 

Those who wish to support the initiative and volunteer at future clean-ups, can contact Jo Dreyer on 083 454 1544 or 
at jodreyer14@gmail.com 
 

Aloes are back in the Magaliesberg after decades 
By NAR Chair John Wesson 
 

Aloe peglerae is endemic to South Africa, where it only occurs in Gauteng and North West Province. In this limited 
range, it is naturally found only along the northern slopes of the Magaliesberg and the Witwatersberg making it 
extremely vulnerable.  It is listed as Endangered and is rapidly declining in the wild, primarily due to habitat destruction 
and illegal collecting. Below: Plants purchased from site specific nurseries ready to be planted back in the mountains. 
 

THREATS ARE: 
Theft: This is the biggest threat resulting in the loss of 
mature seed-bearing plants. 
Fire: Regular hot, uncontrolled fires caused mainly by 
arson.  
Pests: White Aloe scale is the main insect problem so 
far and is being treated on site where the outbreaks are 
occurring. 
 

The project focus in Phase One is to plant back over 100 
young plants into suitable habitats in the Madibeng 
area of the mountains. This will include bringing them 
back to the mountain above Schoemanville where they 
have been absent for decades. An information sign will 
be erected at the top of the cableway to inform visitors 
about this unique species.  

 

Plants have been propagated from seed specifically harvested many years ago in this first-phase target area. Planting, 
which took place earlier in November at the Cableway will, in time, provide seed bearing plants whose seeds will 
disperse over the area so that slowly the plants will return to the wild. Luckily the key pollinators – i.e. bird species like 
the Cape Rock Thrush – are found at the cableway. These plants seldom survive in gardens due to their specific habitat 
requirements of growing at high altitudes on dry rocky slopes. 
 

Members of the team working on the 
project have identified hot spot areas in the 
mountains where large scale theft is taking 
place and hopefully in time these people 
will be apprehended and prosecuted.  
 

It’s also illegal to harvest the aloe seeds 
without a permit, which we will be applying 
for next year to harvest batches from the 
length of the Magaliesberg and propagate 
separately in case of genetic variations.  
 

Over the next five to ten years, we plan to 
germinate as many plants as possible, grow 
them to a suitable size, then reintroduce 
into them back into their natural habitat. 
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The main focus areas of the Western Cape Region of WESSA are education, citizen science, compliance and advocacy. 
They also have a large number of affiliated Friends Groups and hold very popular, bi-annual Big Friends Group (BFG) 
events though sadly, with the pandemic, this was not possible this year. Friends Groups are involved in restoring 
natural spaces, invasive alien clearing, litter runs … and a host of other activities, while also networking within the 
region. Recently, with the many changes taking place within WESSA, the region has been occupied with restructuring 
efforts and, as part of the reimagining process, have created a template to make participation by members, branches 
and Friends  Groups a little easier. It is hoped that – together with the survey results – this will help point the direction 
to the most effective ways of ‘Caring for the Earth’. The following report by Patrick Dowling gives a short overview of 
the past three months.  
 

Regional General Meeting: The Region held its AGM  
on Saturday, 12th December via Zoom. This included an 
excellent presentation by Andrew Jenkins on the plight 
of coastal birds due to human leisure activities on 
beaches. In addition to the usual AGM requirements, 
there was general report back from several members 
of the Western Cape Committee.  
 

Protection of Coastal Birds: On coastal matters, the 
region has collaborated with local environmental 
action groups KEAG and NEAG. They are based in  
Kommetjie and Noordhoek respectively, and have 

undertaken to design, commission, pay for and erect educational signage that will hopefully help change thoughtless 
dog and horse owner behaviour, thereby giving Oystercatchers and White-fronted Plovers nesting near the Kakapo 
wreck a fighting chance of hatching out the next generation of these harassed birds. SANParks officials helped with 
the finer detail of the boards and construction specifications. (See signboard example above.) 
 

Small Projects: In order to facilitate small, practical projects the region can fund, an application form has been 
designed that can be submitted to the regional committee for approval. A similar initiative was well received about 12 
years ago, and it is a good way to acknowledge and encourage volunteer efforts. The application states the following: 
WESSA WC will be evaluating proposals by the following criteria, whichever are most applicable: Conservation; 
Sustainability; Relevance; Impact; Wise and effective use of funds; Promoting public awareness; Interest and capacity; 
Youth appeal; Organisational track record; Clarity of objectives; Consideration of SDGs.   
 

Membership support for professional projects: The region is now working more 
closely with WESSA staff (Vince and Taryn) and helping where possible with projects 
of the professional wing of WESSA such as Blue Flag and Green Coast. Vince and Taryn 
are also members and keen to be involved in volunteer projects, especially with youth. 
Former KZN member Mpendulo Dlamini, who recently moved to Cape Town from 
Durban, is helping with the communication strategy on this.   
 

Introducing Mpendulo Dlamini: On his arrival in Cape Town, Mpendulo made 
contact with the Western Cape committee to offer his services as a volunteer. He is 
an environmental scientist by profession. His reason for volunteering for WESSA is to 
become actively involved in implementing solutions and ‘being the change’. His key 
interests and concerns are: Climate change; Environmental governance; Waste 
minimisation; Environmental education and training.   
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Thalia Lincoln Art Fundraiser: Very active and 
effective local member Mea Lashbrooke, co-
ordinated the sale of a set of beautiful Mimetes 
prints and some massive books illustrated by 
renowned botanical artist, the late Thalia Lincoln, 
which were bequeathed to WESSA WC. The sale 
raised nearly R50 000, which will be used to support 
environmental rehabilitation projects.  
 

Newsletters: With the help of membership co-
ordinator Axl Maas, the region sends out a regular 
newsletter with general updates, and items of 
environmental interest and inspiration  

 

Public support during lockdown: Requests for help advice and guidance come streaming in all the time and were 
intensified during lockdown, especially when it came to food security. Linking people with the right organisations is 
often the best course, but providing relevant materials from WESSA’s vast storehouse of resources is also well 
received. WESSA WC supported several Community Action Networks (CANs) during lockdown with donations. 

 

National Environmental Governance Committee 
Under the auspices of the National Environmental Governance Committee the Western Cape Region has submitted 
comments and/or objections on the following: 
 

Musina-Makhado SEZ: This is a hugely contentious proposed development in Limpopo that flies in the face of: water 
scarcity; food security; air and water pollution; climate change science; biodiversity; sustainable livelihoods; culture 
and heritage considerations. See Special Feature on page 15. 
Gas to electricity proposals on the West and East coasts. 
City of Cape Town Climate strategy which, for some reason, left out the refugee factor in its plan. 
River Club development in Observatory: A huge business development on the flood plain near the confluence of the 
Black and Liesbeeck rivers in Cape Town where there are also First People’s heritage factors.  
City coastal by-law that could help curb the poaching blight if administered properly. 
Land-based aquaculture farm: A very large and ambitious, somewhat greened, salmon fish farm near Elands Bay that 
would rack up food miles in its export orientation. 
National Waste Management Act amendment that purports to get a lot tougher on single-use plastics, but will need 
significant civil society oversight to stem the tide of plastic nurdles and micro-fragments that continue to pollute 
coastlines, deep sea and waterways. 
 

Environmental Governance Committee overview: During the year, the committee has met monthly on line. With 
the help of Howard Hendricks and Michael Kidd, the terms of reference (TOR) have been finalised. These are aimed 
primarily at getting WESSA’s voice heard and respected in environmental decision-making. The committee includes 
Pieter Burger and Gary Koekemoer (who are membership’s regional representatives on the board) and is chaired by 
Patrick Dowling. Other members are: Jeremy Anderson, Paddy Norman, Sarah Alcock and Leanne Venter. The 
committee aims to help empower regions and individual members to be able to take on EIAs, policy and compliance, 
and work more effectively as well as network with like-minded organisations. It also responds to membership concerns 
such as one that was raised in respect of fish stock depletion and illegal activity. After writing at length on this issue, a 
response was received from the national minister of the environment.  
 

In addition, the committee has:  
▪ Participated robustly in debates around: trophy hunting; wet markets; wildlife being reclassified as farm animals; 

the deterioration in the management of national parks and provincial reserves.  
▪ Endorsed the work of Centre for Environmental Rights (CER), which recently celebrated 10 years of highly effective 

work challenging government and business polluters. WESSA is proud to have helped establish this organisation.  
▪ Supported several climate and energy-related national campaigns aimed at prompting the government to move 

away from fossil fuels and facilitate a just transition to an economy powered by renewable energy.  
▪ Been analysing the membership survey results to determine organisational priorities for the reimagining process.  
▪ Contributed to recent IUCN policy updates 
▪ Begun developing an SDG reference guide that combines governance issues and activities with SDG goals.  
▪ Plans to make full and effective use of the Special Days calendar to increase public awareness and action. 
▪ Condemned the use of ‘strategic lawsuits against public participation’ (SLAPP) intended to discourage citizen 

involvement in environmental decision-making.   
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Mopane worms: A lifeline in rural communities  
Above: Mopane worm harvest near Venetia, Limpopo. Photos: Dr Cathy Dzerefos.  

 

Left: Dr Luiza de Sousa and post-doctoral fellow Dr Cathy Dzerefos in 
Japan recently, representing North-West University (NWU). They have 
been tasked by Rikkyo University with decoding the indigenous 
knowledge systems of the mopane worm and edible stinkbug for the 
school curriculum. They are collaborating with Prof Kenichi Nonaka, a 
senior lecturer at Rikkyo University. The resource materials produced 
by this study will promote education for sustainable development and 
the principles of global citizenship. The study is titled: Lessons from 
Japan regarding indigenous knowledge related to the use of beneficial 
insects to enhance teacher professional development in South Africa.  
Read full article: Putting edible insects on the menu 

 

Edible insects and caterpillars are one of the cheapest sources of animal protein. They can provide food with a low 
environmental impact, generate income, and help combat poverty in rural areas. For generations, people in the dry 
northern areas of South Africa (Limpopo and Mpumalanga) as well as Zimbabwe, Zambia, Botswana and northern 
Namibia, have gathered mopane worms (Gonimbrasia belina) in the mid-summer months from November to January.  
 

These grubs are a highly nutritious, subsistence food source, providing protein levels that exceed other sources (such 
as fish, chicken, milk and beef), essential amino acids and fibre. They also provide calcium, zinc, iron, and many other 
important minerals. Traditionally, mopane worms are either sun-dried or smoked for preservation, making them 
available throughout the year and thus helping to ensure food security. They are now also being canned, and tins of 
mopane worms can be found in rural supermarkets around southern Africa. There are a variety of ways they are 
prepared and eaten. Typically, they are soaked in water and then stir-fried. In some cities, they are a popular street 
food served fried with hot chilies. They can also be ground into a powder and mixed with porridge or yoghurt.  
 

Gonimbrasia belina is not in fact a worm, but a large caterpillar known by many common names such as: Madora 
(Shona), Amacimbi (Ndebele), Masonja (Venda), Phane (Tswana), Infinkubala (Bemba). Being so widely traded and 
consumed in southern Africa it is hoped that, with small-scale cultivation methods, families and communities could be 
provided with a cheap, sustainable food source as well as much needed income. Mopane worms feed primarily on the 
leaves of the mopane tree (Colophospermum mopane) – also locally known as iphane in Ndebele or mupani in Shona 
– although it may also feed on other indigenous trees. The larval stage of the mopane worm is fairly short in 
comparison to other browsing caterpillars, so the extensive damage done to the foliage of the trees is generally 
survived and replenished for the next season.  
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The worms are mainly harvested during the November to January rainy season. If good rains occur March to May, a 
second, smaller harvest may be possible. After harvesting, the worms are degutted to remove spines and fluids. The 
ideal time for harvesting is the fifth larval stage just before pupation, when the worms naturally empty their guts 
before going underground thereby eliminating the need for this procedure. However, there may not be sufficient 
quantities to make the harvest worthwhile so people commonly collect prior to this, which also ensures they get their 
share of the harvest.  
 

The early months of the rainy season are often referred to as ‘the hunger season’ as this is when many rural households 
are in dire need of cash for food and school fees. The timing of the mopane worm harvest is therefore serendipitous. 
Between 25 and 50 kg of mopane worms may be harvested per day. Women and children mainly collect and sell the 
worms but in recent years, men are also becoming involved due to the income-earning opportunities. Annually, 9.5 
billion mopane worms are harvested in southern Africa, with the cross-border trade between Botswana, South Africa 
and Zimbabwe estimated at between R422 million and R638 million per year. 
                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 

Wild outbreaks of the worms are influenced by a range of factors such as diseases and climatic conditions. This means 
relying on them as a source of food and income can be erratic so efforts to farm the worms sustainably are ongoing.   

 

Mopane worm farming: This is a semi-wild practice and includes all stages from egg to adult moth production in a 
protected and monitored environment. Eggs are collected and stored until they hatch, or they may be protected with 
chiffon sleeves on the tree. Once the eggs hatch into larvae, they need protection from predators and parasites by use 
of bird deterrents and shade cloth. Caterpillars can be moved from one tree to another if there is overpopulation or 
the leaves have been depleted. When they reach the 5th larval stage, they are ready for harvesting. Approximately 10 
percent of the larvae must be left in order to perpetuate the cycle. These caterpillars are transferred to pits for 
pupation. Prior to moth hatching, the pupae are transferred into cardboard boxes where male and female pupae 
hatch. The moths are then released at the base of a host tree under a shade cloth net. They lay eggs on the tree and 
the cycle is repeated. Read article Bio-Innovation Zimbabwe: Mopane Worms  
 

Left: Mopane worms are the larvae the emperor moth (Gonimbrasia belina) Middle: Mopane Woodlands Right: The distribution 
of Zambezian and mopane woodlands in southern Africa.  
 

Threats to the mopane worm harvest: As with any species that produces a valuable commodity, there is the threat 
of over-exploitation, and the abundance of mopane worms is declining to the extent that domesticating them in a 
manner similar to silkworms is being considered. Mopane worms are also dwindling for other reasons, not least being 
climate change, which is beginning to have a severe impact in these semi-arid, land-locked areas. In addition to over-
exploitation and increasing drought conditions due to climate change, other factors causing the decline are: lack of 
monitoring and selective harvesting; deforestation of mopane woodland; predation; insecticide use on crops; chemical 
pollution of water, soil and air; and light pollution around factories and similar installations, which can inhibit moths 
from mating and affect oviposition.   
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Edible insects can help mitigate against climate change: As much as climate change is having an impact on 
mopane worms, edible insects could also make a huge contribution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by providing 
an alternative source of high quality protein: “Since 1970, world meat consumption has increased almost threefold and 
is expected to double again by 2050. Agricultural land resources will soon be depleted as 70 percent is already in use 
for livestock. In addition, industrial livestock production brings high environmental costs. Of total greenhouse gases, at 
least 15 percent is derived from livestock.”— From: Edible insects in Africa ǀ See also: Yummy or Yucky? Top insect 
delicacies of Africa! 
 

Another huge threat to local communities in Limpopo Province, and the ecosystems upon which they depend, is the 
multi-billion rand, Chinese-financed development, the Musina Makhado Special Economic Zone (SEZ) or MMSEZ. 
 

Musina-Makhado SEZ Madness 
The proposed Musina Makhado Special Economic Zone (SEZ) is a highly contentious, heavy industrial development. It 
will be comprised of numerous industrial projects on a scale never before seen in South Africa. The designated area 
spans 60 km² south of the Limpopo River between Musina and Makhado and encompasses two separate development 
sites: one, a logistics development in the north and the other, an energy-metallurgical complex in the south, covering 
an area of 8 000 ha.  
 

This site will include large-scale industrial plants powered by a coal-fired power station and fed by a mega dam on the 
Limpopo River. Five new coal and other mines will be located across another 104 000 ha. The proposed project 
includes: coal washery; coking plant; thermal plant; and various other industrial plants such as: ferrochrome; 
ferromanganese; stainless steel; high manganese steel; high vanadium steel; lime and cement, among others. In 
addition, there will be two mega dams on the Limpopo River at the confluence with the Sand River; numerous 
supporting infrastructure; and other related developments, including agro-processing and general manufacturing.  
 

 

Investors find the project attractive due to the nearby coking coal reserves (estimated at 10 billion tonnes), South 
Africa’s chrome reserves (over 80% of global reserves), and manganese resources (81% of total global reserves). Water 
from the Limpopo River, 30 km away, will be used in the project. According to Business Insider, participating companies 
will also get substantial tax breaks: in addition to VAT and import duty exemption, they will pay a reduced corporate 
tax rate of 15%, instead of 28% for SA companies. However, despite promises of jobs, investment and economic 
growth, there is no escaping the science of the climate disruption already taking place, nor denying the reality of the 
ecological, social and economic costs of such a development – from the depletion of already scarce water resources 
and increasing carbon-emissions, to the pollution of soil, water and air – the impact will be unprecedented. Of great 
concern therefore, is the lack of democratic and informed public participation.   
 

“The total pollution effect on the ecologically sensitive Vhembe district will be devastating, with knock-on effects for 
the entire province and even neighbouring Zimbabwe … The EIA assessment glosses over the endemic water scarcity 
issues in the Limpopo Valley stating: ‘If insufficient water is available in the catchment, and the social and economic 
opportunities offered by the SEZ operation are sufficiently attractive, additional water may be brought in from a 
neighbouring catchment’ … Although not unexpected but still shocking, is the lack of community inclusion in the public 
participation process which, conveniently, was orchestrated during lockdown. All large-scale developmental initiatives, 
especially those with huge effects on communities, should abide by the principle endorsed by the United Nations Human 
Rights Council to expressly safeguard the rights of indigenous people by ‘free, prior and informed consent’ so that those 
affected participate from an informed base.” — From: ‘Muddying the waters in the Musina Makhado economic zone.’ 
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Daily Maverick Webinar: The Climate Risks We Face 15 Oct 2020 
“As South Africans we like to think we’re tough … you know, ‘We can do 
hot weather’ but, in the coming decades, we’re looking at something like 
a 6°C to 8°C rise without mitigation. Been to Musina in Limpopo? On a 
summer’s day, it’s pretty unbearable already. Add 8°C to that and it 

becomes, essentially, unliveable.” − Prof. Bob Scholes, Systems Ecologist 
at Wits University’s Global Change Institute (GCI) 
 

“The proposal of this economic zone becomes a direct violation of what is contained in the Constitution of South Africa. 
So in my view, this was not even supposed to be considered. it’s also a violation of international law, because all that 
is proposed there, tells you this is kind of an insane project … there is great concern around water [and] this is also part 
of the bread basket of the country. There are also issues around health – with this mega toxic project, people’s health 
is going to be impacted. People cannot accept a development that will contribute so highly to South Africa’s already 
high carbon output. Even more concerning is the uprooting of people’s culture, traditions and belief systems – what is 
not taken into consideration is the heritage. There are sacred sites, there are ancestral graves in the area, and there’s 
the baobabs, the mopanes trees and the marulas trees that are woven into people’s cultures, traditions and way of life. 

The EIA report says a 100 000 plus trees are going to be uprooted from a 6000 hectare area.”− Makoma Lekalakala 
Director, Earthlife Africa 
 

Watch webinar on YouTube At 14:30 the discussion moves to the Musina Makhado SEZ in relation to the five risk 
clusters of climate change and a Just Transition, which is the way we must go if we are to have any hope for a liveable 
future.  
 

Tree of Life: Baobab trees are not only useful to humans, they are key 
ecosystem elements in the dry African savannas. Importantly, baobab trees 
keep soil conditions humid, favour nutrient recycling and avoid soil erosion. 
They also act as an important source of food, water and shelter for a wide range 
of animals, including birds, lizards, monkeys and even elephants – which can eat 
their bark to provide some moisture when there is no water nearby. The flowers 
are pollinated by bats, which travel long distances to feed on their nectar. 
Numerous insects also live on the Baobab tree. Left: Photo by John Wesson 
 

“A botanical survey estimates that 5 657 baobab trees will be directly affected 
by the MMSEZ. Not only are these iconic trees of the Limpopo province 
landscape, but they have untapped socio-economic value in the organic health 
food industry. Baobab specialist doctor Sarah Venter says that baobabs take 200 
years before they produce fruit! In 2005 she started a company in Makhado to 
produce baobab products, which sources directly from rural women and is an 
incentive to maintain natural habitats. This business has proven itself nationally 
and internationally and could be expanded in the Musina-Makhado area.” 
From: Balancing people, planet and profit      

 

‘The Climate Risks We Face in the 21st Century’ is a GCI report commissioned by the Daily Maverick. The report’s 
top-rated risk factors – which are in need of urgent, short-term interventions – are: food insecurity and the viability of 
the agricultural sector; shortages of clean water; badly handled transition to low-carbon energy; heat stress; disrupted 
ecosystems and loss of biodiversity. These dynamics all feed into each other and act as threat ‘multipliers’. The Musina 
Makhado SEZ is an example of just such a multiplier: “Both projects take place in defiance of climate change. They are 
part of a politics of ‘late coal’ in South Africa (and the world), a politics of opportunism and tactics aimed at exploiting 
the last spoils of a sunset industry.” –  Victor Munnik, Report on ‘Water risks of coal driven mega projects in Limpopo: 
the MCWAP and the EMSEZ’ 
 

Objections to the MMSEZ: Civil society (academia, environmental and community organisations and concerned 
individuals) are strenuously opposing the development. They include: Life After Coal/Impilo Ngaphandle Kwamalahle 
campaign (a joint campaign of Earthlife Africa, groundWork and the Centre for Environmental Rights); University of 
the Witwatersrand; World Wide Fund for Nature; Endangered Wildlife Trust; BirdLife SA; Magaliesberg Biosphere 
Reserve; All Rise: Attorneys for Climate & Environmental Justice; WESSA’s Northern Areas Region (prepared by Dr 
Cathy Dzerefos) and Western Cape Region. The following outlines the main objections as provided by the Centre for 
Environmental Rights.  
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WATER: A critical risk factor is the long‐term availability of water as the region is severely water-strained. The two 
main sources of water in the area are  the Limpopo River (Sand and Nzhelele catchment) and the Nzhelele Dam. The 
bulk water demand for the fully developed EMSEZ southern site is currently estimated at 13 910.5 km³ for the 9‐year 
construction period. An additional possible alternative water source is from Zimbabwe: the Zhovhe Dam on the 
Mzingwane River; potable water from the Beitbridge water treatment plant; the Tugwi-Mukosi Dam; the proposed 
Thuli Moswa Dam; the yet-to-be constructed Runde-Tende Dam as part of the Tugwi-Mukosi master plan; and the           
Kondo-Chitowe Dam project in the Save River catchment 

WETLANDS: Multiple wetlands are located across the eight farms earmarked for the project’s southern development 
zone. These include: seeps; flats; valley‐bottom wetlands; and channelled valley‐bottom wetlands. A limited desktop 
study shows major impact with no room for mitigation, only offsets.  

PROTECTED AREAS: The area for the proposed development is ecologically sensitive and world renowned for its 
biodiverse ecosystems, which form part of three key biomes: savanna, grassland, and forest. This led to the formation 
of the UNESCO Vhembe Biosphere Reserve in 2009. The VBR includes: National Parks (Kruger and Mapungupwe); 
Formal Protected Areas (Baobab Protected Reserve; Musina, Honnet, Nwanedi, Nzhelele, Happy Rest and Langjan 
Nature Reserves); Informal Protected Areas; National Protected Areas Expansion Strategy (NPAES); Focus Areas 
(Blouberg Langjan National Protected Areas); Private Nature Reserves (Averal, Nzhlelele); Critical Biodiversity Areas; 
Ecological Corridor Network; Important Bird Area (IBA). On 30th August 2019, the MEC for Economic Development, 
Environment and Tourism for Limpopo Province issued a notice of intention to publish a bioregional plan for the 
Vhembe District Municipality. 

CLIMATE CHANGE: High risk: estimated 1 billion tons of CO² equivalent emission over its lifetime, which is about 10-
16% of South Africa’s total carbon budget annually (figures vary in various pages of the report). Mitigation will not 
alter the impact the greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) on climate change impacts in terms of probability, extent or 
duration of the risks. Some of the threats include: temperature increase with related crop loss resulting in food 
insecurity for communities in the region; the operation of the SEZ due to lack of water; floods; endemic biota decline; 
worsening socio-economic impacts for the Vhembe community.  

HERITAGE: The Mapungubwe World Heritage Site includes Lake Fundudzi, the sacred lake of the Venda people, the 
Thulamela Archaeological Site, which has revealed a history of the area dating back some 1.5 million years, and the 
Dzata Venda Ruins dating back to around the 1700s.  

FARMING: Potential impact to 689 000 ha of agricultural and grazing land due to competition for scarce water 
resources and the pollution of water, soil and air.  

AIR QUALITY: Possible pollution from Particulate Matter (PM), Manganese, Hexavalent Chromium, Sulphur Dioxide, 
Hydrogen Sulphide, Carbon Dioxide, Oxides of Nitrogen. 

TOURISM AND FOOD SECURITY: The development could impact on tourism in the region due to noise, aesthetics 
and pollution from the various industries. Food security could also be affected due to the destruction of ecosystems 
that provide subsistence food for communities; loss of agricultural land due to mining; worsening water scarcity due 
to excessive demand by water-intensive industries; contaminated air, soil and water caused by heavy industry 
operating on such an extensive scale.  
 

Sources and additional reading 
▪ Mail & Guardian: Muddying the waters in the Musina Makhado economic zone  
▪ Daily Maverick: Killing the Holy Ghost: Inside the R145bn plan that would destroy the Limpopo River  
▪ Daily Maverick: From Unbearable to unliveable — the case for ‘radical decarbonisation’ 
▪ Oxpeckers: Where’s the water for Limpopo’s industrial juggernaut? 
▪ Report by Victor Munnik: Water risks of coal driven mega projects in Limpopo: the MCWAP and the EMSEZ  
▪ Daily Maverick: How the Musina-Makhado SEZ will parch the people of Zimbabwe  
▪ Limpopo Mirror: Limpopo does not have water for such an SEZ 
▪ The South African.com: A look at China’s big plans for Limpopo and why locals should be concerned 
▪ Zoutnet: Community divided over SEZ 

 

A Just Transition to a Green New Deal 
South Africa must move to renewable energy as a matter of urgency. Embracing renewable sources of energy will 
create more opportunities for local employment while having far less detrimental effects on the environment and 
communities. Yet, the South African government and business are wilfully pumping more money into coal-power as 
well as deep-sea oil and gas projects. This flies in the face of science and is jeopardising the environment, community 
wellbeing, job security, and the nation’s energy stability. Investing in fossil fuels makes no sense economically either.  
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http://www.birdlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/IBA_Limpopo_2016_web.pdf
https://sacredsites.com/africa/south_africa/lake_fundudzi.html
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/341160046_Water_risks_of_coal_driven_mega_projects_in_Limpopo_the_MCWAP_and_the_EMSEZ
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The fact is that the industry’s days are numbered. Climate campaigners have been pointing this out for some time, 
and Covid-19 has given additional momentum to this inevitable trend: “If shareholders want value for money they had 
better start questioning the high-risk, high-cost projects oil companies are undertaking on a massive scale. And not just 
because of climate risks, but for purely economic reasons as well. The Carbon Tracker Initiative, which first put the idea 
of ‘stranded assets’ on the map (i.e. the notion that a large part of the fossil fuel reserves in the world can never be 
produced because of the climate risks), argues in a new path-breaking report that climate aside, investments in the 
Arctic, oil sands, deepwater, and so on, make no economic sense either, as they are increasingly based on oil prices 
that may not hold up in the future.” – energypost.eu 
 

 

Reclaimers working for people and planet 
Waste recycling provides millions of jobs in the global south and increasingly in 
post-industrial countries. In Brazil, 90 percent of recyclable material is collected 
by the catadores de lixo, who have organised themselves into a national 
movement of 500 cooperatives with 60 000 collectors. In South Africa, where 

official unemployment figures in November 2020 are 30,8% (expanded to 43,1% if including those who have given up 
looking for work), recycling (as well as other work such as repair) could create job opportunities for low-skilled workers.  
 

It is estimated that there are between 60 000 and 90 000 waste pickers/reclaimers in South Africa, but with rising 
unemployment and urbanisation, there may actually be as many as 215 000. Waste pickers earn a legitimate living  
from their work and help to ensure that fewer resources are wasted by South Africa’s ‘throw-away society’. However, 
they face numerous health hazards, and may suffer stigma, abuse and exploitation from police, security guards, 
businesses, householders and the ‘middlemen’ they sell to.  
 

A Just Transition to a Green New Deal = new jobs and skills development: Roll-out of renewables; 
retrofitting of existing buildings; sustainable infrastructure to help mitigate against climate-related extreme 
weather and rising sea levels; large-scale land rehabilitation and ecosystem restoration; waste minimisation 
through reuse, repair, upcycling and recycling; energy systems based on socially owned renewables; a healthy 
and sustainable food economy; healthy, climate-wise housing; clean, green and efficient public transport; 
reorientation and expansion of municipal services. 
 

“A Just Transition secures the future and livelihoods of workers and their communities in the transition to a low-
carbon economy. It is based on social dialogue between workers and their unions, employers, government and 
communities. A plan for a Just Transition provides and guarantees better and decent jobs, social protection, more 
training opportunities and greater job security for all workers affected by global warming and climate change 
policies.”  – International Trade Union Confederation 
 

18 
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In order to transform waste picking into decent work, waste needs to be separated at source by households and 
businesses, and we need to create a system that embraces and dignifies the vital work reclaimers do. This could lead 
to new recycling, repair and upcycling opportunities with some collectors becoming entrepreneurs in their own right.  
 

South Africa generates 59 million tons of general waste a year. As only 10,8% of urban households separate their 
waste, most recyclables get thrown away. Therefore, whatever does get recycled is largely due to the waste pickers in 
the street and on the landfills salvaging recyclable items, transporting them long distances on shopping trolleys and 
makeshift carts, sorting and cleaning, then taking them to small buyback centres, which sell them on to larger buyers.  
 

 
South Africa’s waste pickers collect 80% to 90% of the used packaging and paper that is recycled. This is between 20% 
and 50% of the overall waste generated and saves municipalities up to R750 million in potential landfill costs. However, 
they are not renumerated for the valuable service they provide, nor deemed essential workers as are formal waste 
management employees. As a result, waster pickers suffered greatly when the country went into the Covid-19 
lockdown. They were prevented from going on to landfill sites, could not work in the streets and – because they are 
categorised as ‘informal’ – were not eligible for government financial support programmes. 
 

Organisations such as the South African Waste Pickers’ Association and the African 
Reclaimers Organisation (ARO) supported by groundWork and other civil society 
organisations, successfully lobbied the South African government to have waste pickers 
categorised as essential workers, thereby allowing them to return to work. With 
assistance from emergency relief funds, they were also able to access some degree of 
personal protection equipment, a fundraising campaign was set up to assist those 
affected by Covid-19, and emergency food parcels and vouchers were distributed.  
 

There is no escaping the fact that waste is a massive and growing problem in our 
consumer-mad, convenience-driven societies. This comes with serious health and 
environmental consequences and, globally, we are rapidly running out of landfill space. 
In South Africa, under the new Waste Act, ‘extended producer responsibility’ (EPR) will 
be placed on the manufacturers, distributors, and importers of a long list of products. 
For many of the products, producers must now make sure that –  after consumers have 
used their goods – the items are collected or returned and then reused or recycled. 
Producers must work with waste management companies, as well as informal waste 
collectors, to establish collection and recycling schemes within the next six months. 

“Millions of people worldwide make a living collecting, sorting, recycling, and selling materials that someone else 
has thrown away. In some countries, waste pickers provide the only form of solid waste collection, providing 
widespread public benefits and achieving high recycling rates. Waste pickers contribute to local economies, to 
public health and safety, and to environmental sustainability. While recognition for their contributions is growing 
in some places, they often face low social status, deplorable living and working conditions, and get little support 
from local governments. Increasingly, they face challenges due to competition for lucrative waste from powerful 
corporate entities” ― Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing (WIEGO) 
 

Reclaimers in Stamfordhill, Durban 
Photo: Jenny Duvenage 
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The Repair Revolution 
Repairing instead of throwing things away helps reduce 
the mountains of waste going into rapidly diminishing 
landfill sites or being incinerated, which releases toxins 
into the air. It also conserves valuable raw materials; 
develops skills; and can help provide jobs. Repair Cafés 
and Remakerys are not-for-profit spaces intended to foster a community of 
repairers, makers, artists, tinkerers, inventers and small enterprises to breathe 
new life into things destined for the dump.  
 

iFixit John Wackman and Elizabeth Knight’s book The Repair Revolution: How 

Fixers are Transforming our Throw Away Culture is the first book documenting 
the recent rebirth of the repair phenomenon as necessary for economic, 
environment and social progress. The book appears as the Right to Repair 
Movement is gaining political and legal clout, often led by farmers, computer, 
and auto repair businesses demanding access to repair manuals, tools and 
legal legitimacy to repair machinery: “Repair is in the zeitgeist, write Wackman 
and Knight. The goal is to grow the dynamic repair café phenomenon 
movement – from the curb-side to workshops – into a fast-moving global 
community, sharing news and ideas constantly on social media. This is a future 
that we all want and need.” Download the Repair Manifesto   
 

 

What is a Repair Café? Repair Cafés are free meeting places and they’re 

all about repairing things – together! In the place where a Repair Café is 
located, you’ll find tools and materials to help you make any repairs you need, 
on clothes, furniture, electrical appliances, bicycles, crockery, appliances, toys, 
etc. You’ll also find expert volunteers with repair skills in all kinds of fields. 
Visitors bring their broken items from home.  
 

Guided by experienced repairers, people undertake their own repairs. It’s an 
ongoing learning process. If you have nothing to repair, you can enjoy a cup of 
tea or coffee. Or you can lend a hand with someone else’s repair job. You can 
also get inspired at the reading table – by leafing through books on repairs and 
DIY. There are over 1 500 Repair Cafés worldwide, and one in Cape Town. Let’s 
get more going in other centres across South Africa! 
 

“The real economic benefit of Repair Cafés is that they get people thinking and understanding that we can’t keep on 
consuming for ever; we can’t keep on taking raw materials out of the ground and throwing them away and dumping 
them in the sea. We’ve got to be able to express our relationship with the material world in different ways.  
 

Tool Libraries A tool-lending library is exactly what it sounds like – a place where people can borrow tools. And like 

a local library, it's concerned with serving a common good rather than providing a service for a fee.  
 
 

 “Closed-loop systems are systems or communities that have worked out how, collectively, to reuse most of their 
materials. For a natural ecology, this is routine – a necessary condition for its existence. But in an open system such 
as a market economy, this condition is absent. For a community intent on a degree of eco-independence, the closed-
loop system is a necessity; in a sense the definition of what it is aiming to do.” – Lean Logic  
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AIMS OF THE REPAIR REVOLUTION 
To transform our throwaway culture one beloved item at a time. 
To reduce how much stuff goes into the waste stream. 
To preserve repair know-how and skills, and pass them on (re-skilling). 
To show the people who have this knowledge that they are valued. 
To feed curiosity about the way things work; to be creative; to have fun. 
To build community and sustainability.  
  
  

 Repair is Freedom 

Repair creates Jobs 

Repair is Sustainable 

  

Newsletter Contributors: Jenny Duvenage; Mervyn Brouard; Jenny Gon; Margaret Burger; Brendan Lloyd;  
Jeremy Anderson; Jo Dreyer; John Wesson; Patrick Dowling ǀ Editing, Research, Design and Layout: Jenny Duvenage 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repair_caf%C3%A9
https://ideas-alliance.org.uk/hub/2018/09/11/the-remakery/
https://ilsr.org/neil-seldman-reviews-the-repair-revolution/
https://ilsr.org/neil-seldman-reviews-the-repair-revolution/
https://www.ifixit.com/Right-to-Repair
https://www.ifixit.com/Right-to-Repair
https://www.ifixit.com/Manifesto
https://www.repaircafe.org/en/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/repaircafeCT
https://sustainableconsumption.usdn.org/initiatives-list/tool-lending-libraries
https://leanlogic.online/glossary/closed-loop-systems/

